Don Quichotte

Production 1997
Fixed Show

Audience capacity: 2000
Show length : 1hour
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Don Quichotte

An adaptation of the famous book by Miguel de Cervantes published in 1605!

The show is played in a fixed area for a large capacity crowd (2000 people). There is
no need for a stage, as the story unfolds amongst the public from several points in
the show area. The audience is invited to follow the action from spot to spot in order
to keep up with the aerial adventures of our hero. From the ‘village fete’ atmosphere
to the deepest tragedy, all shared moments are truly poetic. Actors, ‘inflatables’
and firework technicians with the participation of the public make of this show, a
truly pleasurable experience.

The Story

Once upon a time, a proud but clumsy knight, a noble spirit
brimming with tales of wonderful chivalry, dreams of going
from battle to battle to save the world.

Thus our ‘hero’, this eternal lover of an inaccessible planet
and knight of the worthy cause, puts on an ill fitting suit of
armour and escapes astride the clouds, which hang from his
illusions.

Jumping over obstacles, affronting the worst of foes, going
from the ridiculous to the most dramatic, Don Quichotte
recreates the world unto his fashion.

Just when he is about to accomplish his quest and meet his
“loved’ one, he must face an ultimate challenge, the terrifying
and all too real ‘Knight of mirrors’...Will “reason” be stronger
than “folly” ?
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Don Quichotte

Translated extract from an interview
with Marc Mirales and Marc Bureau

for the Cervantes International Festival
in Guanajuato in Mexico 2003

“Cervantes romance is the archetype of a universal story,
having been over time, told throughout the world; it speaks
to all. It certainly is the first great ‘popular’ romance.

The character Don Quichotte touches us by his tragic and
comic dimension. What seems like folly is but a call for
tolerance via a dream. Sometimes we hear people say:

“Me, | don’t fight wind mills!” Well maybe more often, we
ought to fight windmills, as the reality in which we live, is
constructed by ourselves, invented by us.

The bearded man, vows to help the small, the oppressed, he
swears to Kill the giants, to defeat arrogance, to kill envy by
the generosity of courage.

The ‘giants’ still exist and continue to grind the ‘imaginary’
to powder.

Don Quichotte just allows us to assert the need to
dream, to romanticize, to adhere to a certain form of
utopia.”

We don’'t have the pretension to portray all the facets
evoked by this famous character, that would be an
impossible mission; but we portray specific episodes such as
the windmills, the sheep, the triumphal arrival in Barcelona
and the wonderful real-imaginary voyage to the stars. We
would not want the public to go away from the show saying
‘I now know Don Quichotte’ but rather ‘I'm now going to
take a closer look’. Read the book!

This production isn’t really that large, the cast in total is just
fourteen people, it's the images that are big! Little by little,
as the show unfolds, our Don Quichotte takes off towards
the stars, carried by his ‘library’, (an inflatable sphere that
tears itself from the ground). This was our starting point.
Nearly all the other elements are ‘inflatables’, the Noah’s
arch, the stars and the knight of mirrors, (a kind of flying
‘bullet proof’ chariot).

The pyrotechnics in this show equally play an important
part. The spectators should be prepared especially to move
with the action, to be at the heart of the action, they should
be ready to have Don Quichotte ‘walk’ on there heads, to
have things spring out from behind them whilst they where
expecting to see them appear from in front, to be so close to
the structures that they can actually touch them.
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Charleville-Mézieres
Famous Puppets festival in France
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Plasticiens Volants

Lo sphére infarnale, l'une des curlosités de mise en scdne des Plasticlens Wolants. (Photos Christopha Lossan,)

L'organisation du festival n'avait que trés peu
communigué sur le (traditionnel) spectacle du
mercredi soir, place Ducale. Celui de I'an 2000

allait &tre géant et devait rester une surprise

jusgu'au dernier moment.

taille !

C'en fut une, et de

N peut estimer & prés de

quatre mille personnes la
foube qui et venue applaudir le
« Dom Quichotte » des Plasti-
ciens Volants, un spectacle d'u-
ne lechnologie jamais wue &
Charleville-Méziires, s'ap-
puyant notamment sur Putili-
sation d'immenses ballons ou
Formes tes gonflées i hé-
lium et de structores gonflables
par des soufifleries,

Le seigneur de la Mancha fend
1a foule comme 5l marchait sur
la tie des gens, porté & la tadlle
par un grand balancier monté

| - sur roues qui remplace sa Rossi-
nante. Le fdéle Sancho Pancha
| bosuitsur des échasses. La mort,

souis la forme dun impres-
shonnant sguelette de plus do
trois mitres de hawt, lul calle au
train pour loi mppoler sans ces-

* g ga condition d humbde moriél

Aver petle mise en bouche,
limbérdt spectaculaire est dija
bien servi; ke visuel prenant le
pa&s sur un texte gue les specta-
tours les plus Solgnés ont peut
irtre un peu de mal A saisir & cau-
g2 d'une sono Mgéroment fii-
bdarde. Mals ce sera ki le seul
{petit) reproche. La sulte niserve
une cascade de trouvailles que
l'on dolt au metteur en seéne do
cotie troupe originaire du Tarn,
Marc Miralés, un passionné de
val &n montgolfiéne,

Quand Don Quichatte revient,
c'est secrochd au bout d'un
grand ballon qu'il s déplace &
cing-métres du sol; des technl-
ciens & maintiennent captif par
deux cordes, glnon an e retrou-
varait slrement & Ros k5 Tour !

Lo combat contre 12 moukin

Eonilable men sera que ples o
ginal, Le hiros de Cervantés se
fait « ovaler » comme = tom-
balt lentement dans une che-
minée d'usine_ On Patbend en
sac de farine, Et puis non, le che-
valier & la peau dure.

Dians |a fouls, et le silenes.
o Cewd un trwe de fous | », moar-
murent oertains lorsque com-
mence i g2 ponfler devant la fue
du Petit-Bois une sorte d'erche
Imimense constellée de décors
fvoquant les plis andlennes o
vilisations de ['humanité.

Line armée de réveurs
Soudain, des rythmes syn-
copés bien connus des Carolo-
macériens envahissent la plae :
I Tropic Carndo Combo plein de
fiaria beéailienne défile smes I'ar-
che, On g'éledgne un pew de Cer-
wantis mais quitte & remplir un
temps mort de la mise on scéne
aves une fanfare locale, comme
le font répalidrement bes Plasti-
ciens Volants, o'est une bonne
idiie d'avair choisi le Tropic.

e un truc de fous !

Das spivires gonfTdes & hélum gui permettont
ux comddisns de fouer & six mdiros du soi,

L clou de la soinde arrive juste
:ﬁ;‘. le combat de Don Qui-
o aver e Chevaller au mi-
Toir, un monstreeu dirigesbie
mclm.penﬁnlqu:lammumg
18 place resiée vide genflamme
d'une pyrothechnie exubérante
(munks les pompiers veillent dans
l'ombre). Bluffé, le public !

« Nous sommey une armée de
riveure el pour oelle PEEOR RORS
mommes inuincibles ! s Le texte
dans la sono est optimiste mais
Don Quichotis aure b dessoas,
suspendu comrme un pantin cas-
5 nu bout de sa feelle,

L'émation passe dans la foule,
Oin la sent presque palpable pen-
dant un mament borsguun lin-
coul blane viend lentement re-

couvrir la dépouille du héros
Eﬂm:umnu.q:enﬂumeﬂdqt

Les applavdissments qui sul-
wenl ont & peu prés dix foas plus
de force que ceux que on en-
tend d'ordinaire aprés le feu
d'artifice du 14 juillet.

La place so vide ensulte §u son
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La muerte y Don Quijobe, en uno de los lances del personaje creado por Cervantes, ocurrido en Los Pastitas, dande los integrantes

RN courum « 5400 ¢ 12  noveie » 20

dirige Miche! Bourry inferachicron con bo olo humana que seguia lo accidn draméfica

B Plasticiens Volants hizo que el caballero andante deambulara en Los Pastitos

Don Quichotte recupero la tradicion de
los espectaculos callejeros de calidad

B La compaiiia francesa colmo la sensibilidad estética de mas de 2 mil personas
B Son “comediantes de altura™ que transforman espacios cotidianos en universos fantasticos

L ARIURD ¥ L =L
ENVIADD

GUANAIUATD, 670,, 31 08 OCTUBRE, La noche de
ayer el Festival Internacional Cervantino
(FIC} recuperd un tanto el esplendor de
aquella tradicidn, hoy traicionada, de los
especticulos callejeros de gran calidad v, de
pasi, salvd el nesgo de que este aio ningtin
Quijote deambulara por esta ciwdad, como
en otros aflos, cuando legaban aqud diver-
sag versiones del caballero andante.

La compaiifa francesa Plasticiens Volanis
logrd colmar ka sensibilidad esténca de mis
de 2 mil espectadores, quienes se reuniercn
en Los Pastitos para rencontrasse con el
entraftable personaje de Migoel de Cervan-
tes mediante la obra Don Quichodre

Un cabollers volador, miés que andante,
que cabalgn un globo perostilico ¥y com-
bode en los aires a un gig:ml.um_'u ATEATIS Ty
¥ un moline de viemo, ambos inflables.
Su objetivo, llegar al planeta de sus sue-
fios. donde lo expera su amado Dulcinen
Un Sancho Poanza igual de fiel ¥ valeroso,
pero niddn obeso y [mp:ldll EI FANCOs,

Globas, luces y fuegos piroléenicos
En la cxplonada de Los Pastitos caben
mis de 4 mil espectadores, pero el acceso
se restringit para dar espacio a la mani-
pulacidn v desplazamiento de esos globos
y planetas de luces, el monstrue, el moli-
no, una esfers de metal y fuegos pirotéc-
nicos tripulados de manera temerano, ¥
hasta el surgimiento desde ¢l piso de un
gran castillo. también inflable

Aparte de los episedios de lecha contra
monstruos, molinos y calaveras rumberas,

esta puesta incluye el capitulo (LXT) de 1a
entrada de don Cuijode a Barcelona. La
muchedumbee lo reconoce, lo festeja v, en
Los Pastitos, es ncompafisdo por una
banda de musica sinaloense. El piblico
interactia ¥ es ola humana que se despla
2 siguiendo la accidn dramdtica, y devie-
ne barcelonds v victima de los ataques
atrens del monstruo verde.

Todo encajn ¥ transcurre con agilidad,
capacidad narrativa y emocion. La posibi-
lidad de sintesis de los especticulos calle-
jeros aprovechada al maximo por los

“comedianics de altorn™ de Plasticiens
Volants y su director, Michel Bowrm
Todos ellos magos que transforman los
espacios cotidianos en universos fantist-
cos. Una compafia con mids de 25 afios de
experiencia y reconecimiento mundial
Después de observar con tristeza solida-
ria el cuerpo del ingenioso Hidalgo flo-
tando en el espacio y envuelio en uni gasa
blanca, metifora también de su dltimo
suspiro de amor, los especiadores se ale-
jan convencidos de haber vivido una
experiencia en verdad trascendente.

RAFAEL MOHTER: PRt ©
de lo compoio que
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LIFE! « SINGAPORE ARTS FESTIVAL

BALLOON ADVENTURES

Going ballastic with
plastic, pyrotechnics

The Singapore Arts Festival end at
Lot 1 with a three-day extravaganza of
huge balloons and fireworks

By TAN SHER EE

THE Singapore Arts Festival
may be nearing its end, but it
is certainly not going away
without a big bang.

For the first time in its 22-
vear-history of 13 runs, the
1||n't'-W|.'|.:k-tul'||; event closed
vesterday with, the start of a
three-day grand finale, fea-
turing French stroeet-per-
forming piants, Plasticiens
Volants, and the Tanjong
Katong Band.

The show will continue
tonight and tomorrow,

“There will be lots of in-
flatable balloons, mechanical
contraptions and performaers
wrched on top of ateel
rames,” says Miss Goh
Ching Lee, director of pro-
grammes for Lhe festival.

“It will ke place at night,
with the sky as the backdrop,
and it will be quite a specta-
cle,” she says of the
200,000 show.

In a neal round-up to the
festivities, which opened on
Junie 1 with the National Bal-

let OfF China's ]]'Iﬂldlli'ﬁl::ll! of

Don Quixote, Plasticiens Vo-
lants will present its own ver-
sion of Don Guizote — com-
plete with giant balloons,
super-sized props and pyro-
technics.

The show story is hased
on 17th-century Spanish
novelist Cervantes' tale about
a hallneinating comic hero,
Don Quixote. Along with his
bumbling sidekick, he mis-
takes everyday uhjl;'t'l‘-ﬁ aml
creatures such as sheep and
windmills for fantastic mon-
sters, and dreams up the ulti-
mate imaginary adventure.

Says Ms Cathy Jarcia, ac-
tress-cum-fireworks special-
isl with Plasticiens Volant:
“Given that Don Quixote is
about the subversion of reali-
ty by illusion, the andience
may see the most stunning
Don Gruixobe of all time.

"Expect outsized figures
on stilts, a 4-m-tall wooden
horse floating 5 m above the
ground that breathes fire,
windmills and other charac-
ters.”

This is also the first time
that such a big festival event
will be held at a relatively
non-central venoe of Lot 1,
Shappers’ Mall, Choa Chu
Kang MRET Station.

The strategy, apparently
mooted by Mational Arts
Council chairman Liu Thai
er, was Lo b:ll"il'l].'l art 1o as
many Singaporean heartlan-
ders as possible. The show
needed plenty of open space
for itz fireworks and larger-
than-life displays, and the
emply plot at Lot 1 is an ideal
loeation.

Says Miss Goh: "1t will be
a promenade performance;
there is no fixed audicnce
seating area and xﬁt':'mhrl‘h
are not cordoned off.

"The audience plays an
ackive LI:||"1 H T .\.pu::l.ul.m", Ve
with the fireworks, it is not a
dangerous show,”

About 3,000 people are
cxpected to turn up each
night. The whole idea — as a
wress write-up on the group
Li!i].“i is to “transform ordi-
nary places into a universe of
legend, as if by magic”

“It's going to be a camni-
val-like atmosphere,” Miss
oh adds, “It's for twnrhnd}',
s bring your friends and
bring your grandmal”

# Plasticiens Volonts ond the
Tanjong Katong Band will
;mrF:u al Lt I, .'ilmpﬂcn'
Mall, Choa Chu Kang MRT
Station from June 158 - 20, 7.30
pm. Adinission Jaﬁ“l:z.
Sponsered by Cily
Developments Limited, and
supprerted I::; Associalion
Francaise d' Action Artistiquee,
The French Embussy and
Allianer France d'Action
Artisticpee, Air Liguicde and
Hilion Hotel,

Big show-down with fireworks will close this year's arts festival at Lot 1.
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